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Forum 3

24, April ;2‘01 2
Colorism: the Downfall of the Afvican-American Culture

Over the past twenty years, the African-American culture has become less of a family and
more of an ongoing competition between those with light skin and those with dark skin. Recently.
volorism and self<hatred have become very popular and promineat in the Afucan-American
csallzurei Colotism and self-hatred ar;e corfupting and Aﬁ.‘icaﬁ-hnwricmm comintimty, fostering
generations of close-minded African-Americans, and lessening the value of blacks in America.
Colorigim has caused a chain of mher‘probiems m the African-American community. Such hatred

and diserimination has ripped the community apart, diluted the once rich African culture, and

raised and thstered a generation of colorists. Other negative affects such as harmiul skin- l

bleaching and low self-esteem are also directly affected by colonsm and other forms ofl

Colorism isi't anything new. Every since stavery, African-Americans with lighter skin

were favored over those with darker skin. If a person had lght skin, they had a connection to the o \0 @% i
-~ 7 A !
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white man. If a light-complected person applied for a job with an extremely over-qualhified o \O\EOQ
-~
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darker-skinned person, the lighter pesson would get the job if it were up 1o colorism. "S-
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Those with lighter skin almost always got the job position, even though more qualified people : i




applied. “They did it to fmprove their chances and to 1'eals:iurf= white emplovers who. even though
they hired African-Americans, found dark skin unpleasant ar believed that their customers would™
(Staples). Colorism is also a wide-spread problem. There have been casss of colorism in the
Dominican Republic sud Brazil. “Bven though both nations boast of mixed populations of
European, Indigenous, and Afican descent. people of obvious African ancestry, the majori ty of
i g

Brazil are societies built on colorism, in which a person 1s classfied based on the shade of their

both populations, are discriminated  skin color” (Fuller 1), “DR and

skin eolor and not their ancestry. Thus 2 person with an African and Luropean background and a

light complexion could be classified as white” (Fuller 1), There are also instances of colorisin in

places such as [odia and even Africa. “In India, women strive to schieve the "wheat"
mueh-reguested on Asian dafing websites, In the Caribbean. light skin is also highly desired
white inIA frican countries even seemingly minor variations in skin tone can contribute to ethnic
contlict” (Walters). Instances of colorism can be found throughout the world tockay. The lack of
job opportunities, appreciation, admiration, and respect has caused problems for African
communities all over the world, especially in America.

”
One of the main problems cavsed p@f}@;} is all forms of hatred. [According

Iclonary,

[

vears, beeause of co t'ism,: millions of African-Americans ure vietims of self-hatred, Beeause
darker A.E.’rican-Amcriémm are not society's image of beauty, the darker community's self-csteem
has been lowered. Also, skin color could influence things such as job opportunities and salary.
“Black is not always black. Subtle distinctions in skin tone translate into significant differences
inouteomes” { Bodenhorn), I)mkérAfrican.-Ameﬁcmas, within the Afiican-American community,

are treated differently because of something so insignificant as skin tone. N




American community, [coforism] traditionally plaved out via the paper bag test. Those lighter
than the standard paper lunch bag were allowed entry into fraternities, sororities and other realms

of black upper class life, while dark-skinned blacks were excluded” (“Definition]y

Int colorism, skin color is the only Judging factor. A person with darker skin coul
attractive than a person with lighter skin, hut, looking through the eyes of a colorist, the person
with a lighter complexion is more atlractive, worthy, and valuable. Lighter skin has become less

i to slavery and a soeial

atker skin®( K'u 1.

Wﬁrﬂm Color VO~

“The Btack Cmnmm has been wrestling with our own ciafw ugly, Bttle secret since
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Very young age, a
L
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evel of self~esicom,

omiseuily, theft, ai}{‘lﬂglher issues are all

Low self-esteem can lead to a shue of other p

99
directly caused by problems such as low self-esteem, [lating disorders Phanother issue that bas |

been shown to be caused by low sell-esteem 1 i% 4 generational curse and so 1t low self-

25
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esteem. “In some cases, evidence for this relationship 1s so strong that it is even thougint by some

researchers that chronic low self~esteem is a nesessary prerequisite for disordered eating
(Silverstone 1992 (Hanlon). Because of all these emotions and a lack of answers and empathy

due o colorism and discrimination, that person with will have to [ind a new way to cope. This
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causes a whole new problem. What is done with these emotions is different for evervone, but, for

younger people, it's vital that something productive 1s done with these emotions. There are

numerous, African-American youth groups all throughout America. One, The Afiican American

. eolorism, and emotional issues are covered during the

Lo ielts

conference. Some more personal 5808 such as self-esteem, self-hatred, and selfeworth are also

mentioned.
Generational low self-esteem is real and pm ninent. Low self-gsteem ig just one of the
\QI;\’ \(\05 B ‘ ‘ o
many effects @.0 asm”in wneruh me, e, i o mother 1s born o a colonist

soctety, it's very likely that that woman's children will have the same self-esteem issues even if
they're not in a colorist sitvation, This is true for colorists. The beliefs and ideas of a parent are.
passed down to the children. Tirough colorism and other forms of discrimination, the Alrican-

Ameucan community is fostering a4 generation of dalk children with low self-esteem and 113,11&-

complected children with over-sized i the low self-esteom

might be so ingrsined in our subgonsciong wat we rarely Know sts existence” (“The Low
setf-estoen. ),

Having kow self-esteem is very dangerous for v{ﬁ;son of any age. When it comes {o
colorisim, there have been numerous cases of people resoriing 1o gkin-bleaching procedures to

lighten their skin, “Bleaching is a huge imdustry in developing comntries. This legacy of slavery

or colonization, where ighter-skinned or white people were given visible privileges over




socially and economically” (Walters), [['s not just an 1ssug of marar: A8
J ‘

extremely harmful Jff

1ave shown among Alrican-Americans and
also Latinos, there's a clear connection between skin eolor and socioeconomic status. It's not
some [antasy. There is prejudice against dark-skinned people, especially women in the so-called
marriage market” (Catherine).”

There are more than just physical and emotional effects. Colorisnm causes psychological
elfects, also. According to Vanessa Walters, women can then become psychologically addicted to

creams and over heir cmnp]exmns,&put also their health and selfesteem

Lmove |

Without colorism, there wouldir't be a troubled generation of Afticans all ever the world. [Tt

(“Mighty White™).

weren't for colorisny, there wouldn't be harmful skin-lightening remedies sold everyday.

Colorism has more psychological, mental. emotional, and physical effects on Affican-Americans

of all apes. r‘Resca;'chm'ss tell us that feolorism] affects how people vole, whe appears in |

Hollywood movies and television news shows; who gets hired and promoted in carporate |

Wunerica;, and even who gets executed for murder” (Staples)]§

every aspect of fh

caused nogative beliavio eognitive, emotonal, and physieal responsges,
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The black community of America has reined its own reputation.




the white comnunity has more love for the black community than the binck community has for
itself. "A flurry of logal and cultural dispules over the past decade Las revealed a now race-

related controversy gaining traction: an emerging beliof in anti-white prejudice. Whites

bciiwe,..pw pendubtin fas now swing beyond equality in the direction of anti-white ]

Biseriminationgd jtes are feeling discrimifiated against, Why does the Aftican-
Roican g st e o s The

, . ;
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conducted on this subject and they all say the same tung
resentful of whites for racism, that's the basis for black on white racism. But, i a way, blacks are

acks are
doing exactly what whites did to them. African-Americans are picking out the people with light
skin and “good hair™, the people who are more closely related to the white man, and calling them
Skibol'ioi'. Whilst doing so, those with coarser hair and darker skin are made to fea! less than
because they aren't as close to the white man, Why are blacks siriving so hard o become a mirror
image of the race that oppressed the African-American people? The Adrizan-American cultue is
suifering from mental stavery. The black community has beea hit like never before. African-
Americans 'a/m no longer oppressed by whites, blacks are oppressing their own people. “Within
the last {fgc;icfc, racism has become colorism. Black vs. black racism-is what we're Feft with, A lot
of whites believe that they're discriminated against more so than bldcks, :aow-a-_day{:} Nittle)|

only provtem. Now-a-days, the African-American community is mising a

generation of eolorists and resentfil racists,

Calorisra has become a Jarge, Wmnmﬁﬂ aspect of America’s African-Anerican
communitics. The black community has gone from a place of strong, rich culture, to a mass war
based on skin color and hertage. Colorism causes many problems for all f America, Afvican-

Aanericans with darker skin are lefi with erushed self~osteem and o slue of other problems and
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those mth ighter skin are favored for %mcthmg as shallow as skin color, The Aﬁ ican-American

community ts raising and fostering a generation of rasists and calorist African-Amercans. In
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Sp. This word is misspelled. Use a dictionary or spelichecker when you proofread your work.

P/V You have used the passive voice in this sentence. Depending upon what you wish to emphasize in the sentence, you
may want to revise it using the active voice.

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has
correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.
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PAGE 3

Proofread This part of the sentence contains a grammatical error or misspelled word that makes your meaning unclear.
Sp. This word is misspelled. Use a dictionary or spellchecker when you proofread your work,

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has
correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.

Sentence Cap. Remember to capitalize the first word of each sentence.

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has
correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.
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Article ErrorYoumay need to use an article before thlsword

Article Error You may need to remove this article,

Article Error You may need to remove this article,

Possessive You may need to use an apostrophe to show possession.

Sp. This word is misspelled. Use a dictionary or speilchecker when you proofread vour work.

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has
correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate,

- Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has

correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.
Pronoun This pronoun may be incorrect,

P#V You have used the passive voice in this sentence. Depending upon what you wish to emphasize in the sentence, you
may want fo revise it using the active voice,

Wrong Article You may have used the wrong article or pronoun. Proofread the sentence to make sure that the article or
pronoun agrees with the word it describes.

S/V This subject and verb may not agree. Proofread the sentence to make sure the subject agrees with the verb.




Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread‘the sentence to be sure that it has
correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.

S/V This subject and verb may not agree. Prooiread the sentence to make sure the subject agrees with the verb.
Possessive This word may be a plural noun and may not need an apostrophe.

Proofread This part of the sentence contains a grammatical error or misspelled word that makes your meaning unclear.

Run-on This sentence may be a run-on sentence. Proofread it to see if it contains too many independent clauses or

P/V You have used the passive voice in this sentence. Depending upon what you wish to emphasize in the sentence, you

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has

Garbled Grammatical or spelling errors make the meaning of this sentence unclear. Proofread the sentence to correct the

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has

Frag. This sentence may be a fragment or may have incorrect punctuation. Proofread the sentence to be sure that it has
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contalns independent clauses that have been combined without conjunctions or punctuation. Look at the "Writer's
Handbook" for advice about correcting run-on sentences.
§3 Sp. This word is misspelled. Use a dictionary or spellchecker when you proofread your work.
éfﬁ’ . Sp.I This word is misspelled. Use a dictionary or spelichecker when you proofread your work.
é@? Sp. This word is misspelled. Use a dictionary or spellchecker when you proofread ydur work.
@&
' may want o revise it using the active voice.
Gl
correct punctuation and ihat it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.
%ﬁﬁ{ Article Error You may need to use an arficle before this word. Consider using the article the.
&
correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.
{ir;%;f? Confused You have used It in this sentence. You may need to use its instead.
@iﬁ Article Error You may need to use an article before this word.
@% Article Error You may need to remove this article.
ey
mistakes.
@j}y Confused You have used Its in this sentence. You may need to use it's instead.
PAGE 6
{gﬁﬁi Sentence Cap. Remember to capitalize the first word of each sentence.
correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.
gg}ﬁ S/V This subject and verb may not agree. Proofread the sentence to make sure the subject agrees with the verb.
(éﬁ%?é Prep. You may be using the wrong preposition.
@3

correct punctuation and that it has an independent clause with a complete subject and predicate.




